🌲 Forest School Lesson Plan: "Castle Creations from Nature"
Class Level: Primary 4
Location: School Grounds (Forest School Area)
Duration: 1 hour
Curriculum Links:
· The World Around Us: Castles/ Outdoor learning
· Art and Design: Creating images using a range of materials
· Personal Development: Teamwork, creativity, and problem-solving
⸻
Learning Intentions:
· To explore and identify natural materials in the school grounds.
· To use creativity and teamwork to design and build a picture of a castle.
· To develop an appreciation for nature and outdoor learning.
Success Criteria:
· Pupils can name and collect a variety of natural materials.
· Pupils work collaboratively to design and create a castle image.
· Pupils reflect on their work and share their ideas with others.
⸻
Resources
· Natural materials (leaves, sticks, stones, bark, pinecones, etc.)
· Camera or tablet to photograph finished work
· Tarpaulin or mat (optional, for working surface)
⸻
Lesson Outline:
1. Introduction (10 mins) Discuss rules and boundaries 
· Gather pupils in a circle in the Forest School area.
· Brief discussion: “What do you know about castles?” Show a few images of castles for inspiration.
· Explain the task: “Today, we’re going to make a picture of a castle using only natural materials we find around us.”
2. Exploration and Collection (15 mins)/ 3. Planning and Designing (5 mins)
· Pupils explore the area in pairs or small groups.
· Collect natural materials safely and respectfully (no picking live plants).
· Encourage variety in texture, colour, and shape.
· Discuss what materials might be used for different parts (e.g., sticks for towers, leaves for flags)
4. Creation Time (20 mins)
· Pupils work in groups to lay out their castle picture on the ground or on a mat.
· Encourage creativity and teamwork.
· Adults circulate to support and ask open-ended questions.
5. Reflection and Sharing (5 mins)
· Groups present their castle to the class.
· Discuss what materials were used and what they liked about the activity.
· Take photos of each creation for display or digital portfolio.
· Did you enjoy the lesson? Yes/No. Why?/Why not?
⸻
Extension Ideas:
· Link to local history by discussing castles in Northern Ireland (e.g., Carrickfergus Castle).
· Write a short story or description about their castle.
· Use the photos to create a classroom display or slideshow.
· Create pic collage for Seesaw

