
Forest School - Lesson Plan 1 -
Create a face using natural materials inside a frame.

Location:  School Garden
Date:  15/9/25
Class:  P1 and P2
Management: Mrs Millar and Mrs Dallas

Connected Learning: Topic based – ‘All About Me’  

Prior Knowledge: shapes – circle, squares and portrait painting.

Health and Safety:  Check Location, First Aid Kit, rules and boundary flags.

Learning Intention: 
We are learning to make squares using canes for a frame, form circles and create a face using natural materials from the forest floor e.g. stones, sticks etc.
We are learning to identify features and where to place them inside a circle to create a face.
 

Success Criteria:
Observe different shapes, colours, textures.
Experiment with natural materials.
Sensory exploration.
Artistic choices, demonstrating imagination.

Resources: 
Canes 
ipads

Differentiation:
P1 and P2 working together - 4 small groups.  


Evaluation:
Take photos of each group and encourage each group to talk about their faces, expressions.
Give each group a well-done clap.

Thumbs up or down after activity/faces 
Discuss why the children liked activity or not and why?

Next time I would have 2 groups instead of 4.

























Forest School - Lesson Plan 2
Autumn - planting acorns

Location: School Garden
Date: 29/9/25
Class: P1 and P2
Management: Mrs Millar and Mrs Dallas

Connected Learning: Autumn themed, Oak trees and acorns.

Health and Safety: Location checked, First Aid Kit, Boundary flags, warning never pick or lick anything.

Learning Intention: 
We are learning about oak trees and how they need water, light, heat to grow.
We are learning to nurture living things.
We are learning to care for the environment and appreciate the long-term benefits of trees e.g. Habitat for wildlife, insects, birds.
We are learning that oak trees represent strength, endurance, and renewal.
We are learning patience - months before sprouts appear.
We are learning to be responsible and care for the seed and sapling.

Success Criteria:
Germination, shoots, roots and healthy sapling appears.
Protect from pests and harsh conditions and cover with mulch.

Resources:
Pots, compost, acorns, trowels
Water to check if acorns are healthy.
ipads

Differentiation: P.1 and P.2 working together.

Evaluation:
Photos, discussion, thumbs up or down/faces
Remember to cover pots to keep pests away. 


































Forest School Lesson Plan 3 -Autumn
Make our own trees using mud and natural materials.

Location -School Garden
Date: 6/10/25
Class - P1 and P2
Management – Mrs Walker and Mrs Dallas

Health and Safety- check location, boundary flags, First Aid Kit.

Learning Intention:
We are learning to mix mud and water to make it sticky enough to create a tree.
We are exploring with natural materials to decorate our trees.
We are understanding that with messy play we can create and recreate.
We are learning to work together. 

Success Criteria:
Squishing, moulding, mixing -sensory exploration.
Water, stones, twigs to decorate.
Freedom - allows children to express themselves, brings forest alive

Resources –
Trays to display mud trees on. 
Basin of water, soap and towel.
ipad.

Differentiation – P1 and P2 working together in pairs.

Evaluation – Photos
Did you enjoy?
What would you do differently?
 


Lesson Plan - 4
Autumn shakers and syllables

Location: school Garden
Date:17/11/25
Management: Mrs Millar and Mrs Dallas and Miss Curry (student Teacher)

Connected Learning: 
Autumn, music, beat and rhythm.
Exploring, collecting, developing fine motor skills.

Health and Safety:
Boundary flags
First Aid Kit
Reminder - We never to put anything in their mouths.
Bottles must be sealed with sticky tape. 

Learning Intention:
We are learning that words have syllables.
We are learning to recycle and reuse - making our own musical instruments from plastic bottles.
We are learning to write our names.
We are learning to sort for size and count.
We are learning to listen carefully and count beats.
We are learning to problem solve. 

Success Criteria:
Develop phonemic awareness and count carefully.
Children copy a rhythmic pattern.
Each child will make a safe durable instrument.
Children shake bottles for each beat of a word. E.g. ap-ple 2 shakes.
Stimulating activity.


Resources:
Empty water bottles.
Sticky labels and felt tips.
Beans, peas, rice. 
Natural materials from forest floor e.g. Chestnuts, acorns, stones, twigs.
Sticky tape.

Differentiation:
Numbers 1-10 on bottom of bottle for P.1
Teen numbers on bottom of bottle for P.2

Evaluation – Happy/sad faces and discuss why?



































Lesson Plan - 5
Winter - Bird feeders

Location: School Garden
Date: 8/12/25
Management: Mrs Millar, Mrs Dallas and Ruby (student)

Connected Learning:
Sustainability
Sensory development
Care and responsibility towards wildlife.

Health and Safety:
First Aid Kit
Rules
Boundary flags
Reminder never to put anything in our mouths.
Important to wash our hands afterwards.

Learning Intentions:
We are learning the importance of feeding birds during winter months.
We are learning about changing seasons.
We are learning to be responsible and foster empathy.
We are learning that animals need food water and shelter to survive the winter months.

Success Criteria:
Measuring correct quantities of birdseed and lard.
Melting lard changes from a solid to a liquid.
Mixing, stirring and filling coconut shells.
Problem solve - where best to hang feeders away from predators and why?
Children learn to share and take turns.
Developing fine motor skills.

Resources:
Bird seed, lard and iPad.
Mixing bowls, spoons and coconut shells.

Differentiation: mixed groups of P.1’s and P.2’s

Evaluation: Photos, did children enjoy activity? Thumbs up/down? Why?
Lesson Plan – 6
Winter Stick Man
Location: School Garden
Date:12/1/26
Management: Mrs Millar, Mrs Dallas and Ruby (student)

Connected Learning:
Winter story idea  - Julia Donaldson book Stickman
Weather/seasons
Notice trees have changed
Nature connected
Storytelling /role play/drama
retell story using our own stickmen
sequencing events of story.

Health and Safety:
First Aid Kit, Rules, boundary flags, sticks no longer than length of arm.

Learning Intention:
We are learning how to make our own stick Man.
We are learning to measure sticks the length of our arms and explore and find Y shaped sticks.
We are learning to wrap string to secure arms to the body.
We are learning about different feelings and emotions Stick Man felt.



Success Criteria:
Enriching activity - each child has their very own Stick Man.
Encourages creativity and imagination.
Story teaches perseverance, belonging and comfort of family.
Proportioning stickman’s limbs discuss movement in limbs.
Discuss different heights, sizes, thin and thick sticks
Following instructions.

Resources:
String 
Googly eyes, glue
Marker
 
Differentiation: P.1 and P.2 working together.

Evaluation:
Photos, thumbs up/down 
Upon reflection, I would divide children into 3 groups and rotate.
Next week we are going to take our finished stickmen on a new adventure and extend to our literacy lesson.
 






















 
