Lesson Plan 									Mrs Moffett

	Subject
	Topic
	Class
	Date

	Forest School
	Worm Charming
	P6
	



Baseline knowledge
	The children have been learning about mini beasts and taking part in a series of outdoor lessons.




Learning Intentions				     Success Criteria
	· Understand why worms are important for healthy soil and how they help plants grow
· Look closely at worms and their habitat without harming them
· Use a worm identification chart to compare features
	· I can explain what worms do and why they help the soil
· I can follow the investigation steps safely
· I can carefully handle worms
· I can sort and identify worms using a chart



[bookmark: _Hlk73638617]Resources
	iPad
Whistle
First Aid Kit
Magnifying glasses
Empty plastic sweet tubs
An area with short grass to dig up.
	Thumbs up / Down pictures
Boundary Markers
Small collecting trays
Soil/compost (in each tray)
Garden forks/trowels



Lesson Introduction
	In class change footwear and check clothing, hang clean shoes on coat pegs.
Lead children outside and set boundaries and go over the Forest School rules. 
1 whistle = freeze and 2 whistles = come to me



Teaching Content
	Ask the class what they know about worms.  Ask if anyone notices birds pecking for worms – when do they do this?
Explain that when worms feel the rain on the ground they come up near the surface, birds love a juicy worm!  
Explain that for soil to be healthy and vegetables, fruit, trees, grass to grow and be strong, the ground needs to have lots of worms.
1. Worms help make the soil healthy: Worms eat old leaves and tiny bits of plants in the soil.  When they poop it out (called castings), it becomes plant food!
2. Worms dig tunnels: As they wriggle through the soil, they make tunnels.
These tunnels help: air get into the soil; water soak down to roots &roots spread out easily.  Healthy soil needs all three!
3. Worms help break down dead things: When plants die, worms help break them into tiny bits.  This turns into nutrients that help new plants grow.
4. Worms are part of the food chain: Birds, hedgehogs, and other animals love to eat worms.  If there were no worms, these animals would struggle for food.
5. Worms help keep the soil clean: They mix up the soil as they move, which keeps it fresh and stops it getting tight or hard.

We are going to see how many worms are in our school field.



Learning Task (Including Differentiation)
	Working on a small area the teacher will use the trowel and show how to remove a small area of grass, just less than the size of the plastic tub (keep grass to replace) 
Place the tub, with no lid, upside down on the bare ground.  Tap the tub to sound like rain.  Keep watch for worms.  Use the fork to gently move the top soil and find worms.  Life worms gently and place in the tray of soil.
How many worms can you find in approx. 15 min minutes?
Use the worm identification chart and showcase findings.



Lesson Conclusion
	Using the whistle the teacher will ask the children to evaluate their activity using the thumbs up and down cards
Following the ‘Leave No Trace’ rule the children will return the grass to the area used and release the worms.
Complete with free time.



Lesson Evaluation
	



Future Planning
	



