[image: ][image: ]P4 Outdoor Learning Day 
20th March 2025
	Introduction for pupils
	Introduction talk with the group. Explain that we are going to be focusing on our Bird topic. Discuss preparations: correct outdoor clothes and footwear, safety issues, hazards and expectations of behaviour. (could be completed in the classroom in separate classes). ALL STAFF need to have at least one Ipad per group.

	Focus
	Develop team work, collaboration, talking and listening skills and observation skills of nature.

	Connected Learning and Prior knowledge
	Through our WAU topic we have been learning about Birds and have also been studying the novel “The Owl who was afraid of the Dark” as a Literacy activities.

	Health and Safety
	(Individual risk assessment will be necessary for some activities e.g. using tools and fire lighting)
Ensure all pupils are dressed appropriately for Forest School (foot wear changed)
Remind pupils of Forest School and Road Safety rules.
Two teachers and four classroom assistants attending.

	Learning Intentions
	Pupils will:- 
· Work together in pairs and in small groups.
· Create and share features of bird nests.
· Make a bird out of clay.
· Observe birds and their postures.
· Listen and observe birds in their natural habitat.
· Make bird feed and distribute it.

	Activities
	Making Bird feeder (front playground)
As individual classes make the bird feed in the front playground. Add the seeds and lard. Classroom assistants melt the lard in the microwave. 

In pairs – pupils mix the ingredients and each pair spoon bird feed into the plastic cups. Leave to dry over beside the poly tunnel.

BREAK – early if needed!

	Prior to activity
- Cups and string ready
- Ingredients for bird feed purchased
- Bowls and spoons ready

	
	
	Resources
- Seeds and lard
- Bowl and spoons
- Cups and string
- Sharpie marker

	
	Making Bird nests (Forest School area)
Go over Forest School rules.
1. Stay in forest school boundaries.
2. Speak politely and show respect to each other.
3. Do not eat anything you find.
4. Our hands are kept out of our mouths.
5. We must come back to base when the whistle is blown.
6. We do not pick or trample flowers or plants.
7. Leave no trace.

Divide into groups of 4 – 6 children.
Imagine they are Mummy and Daddy Barn Owl and they need to build a nest to lay their eggs. The nest must be big enough to hold three eggs.
The nest needs to be secure and sheltered. Remember you can use anything you find to make the nest. If you need to check your nest is big enough – you can ask to borrow the eggs.

SHARE and evaluate – Go around each nest and each group shares the features of their nest. Perhaps in separate classes which would speed it up.

Clothes peg evaluation – each pupil is given a clothes peg to clip on the happy, okay or sad string. Get a photo of kids standing near their evaluation.

Making Birds (out of clay)
Explain how excited Plop was to hear about P4 nests. He wanted some friends to visit the nests with him. Hidden around the Forest School area are balls of clay which the children must find and then use to create their own bird to go in their nests.

Each child needs to make their own bird, so find their own ball of clay. Encouraging everyone to help each other. They can use twigs, feathers, leaves to create texture for the bird. Water is available in the bucket if the clay is a little hard.

Circle to share the birds they have created. Even if one class wants to head down to the sensory garden and sit on the little posts.
Take photos and complete clothes peg evaluation if time.

LUNCH -go in and get shoes changed, hands washed and leave clay birds on their table on paper towels (to take home today).
	Prior to activity
- Set up boundaries
- Hide the balls of clay
- Bring up a bucket of water

	
	
	Resources
- Boundary signs
- Whistle
- Three plastic eggs
- iPads for photos.
- Bucket of water
- Paper towels
- Clay balls
- Self-evaluation string and clothes pegs

	
	Bird feeders hanging (Front playground and around the    
                         school grounds)
Collect bird feeders made earlier and split into own classes to hang them around the school.
Split classes into groups of 4 – 6 pupils.
Each group needs:-
· Ipad
· Bird spotting checklist
· Bord poses checklist
· Whiteboard pen

Give the class the opportunity to watch, listen and identify the birds through sights and sounds.
Each group feeds back to their class what they have seen or heard.
Smiley face evaluation – Classroom assistants hold up smiley faces and pupils stand behind whichever they feel about the activity. Take a photo.

Pupils take home clay birds and certificates.
	Prior to activity
- Load Merlin Id app onto iPad
- Laminate checklists

	
	
	Resources
- Ipads
- Checklist of different birds and poses
- Whiteboard pens
- Smiley faces self-evaluations

	Evaluations and observations
	Note outcomes/management/planning/pupil’s self-assessment of their participation. What worked well? What didn’t? What would you change? Observations of particular children.













	Follow up opportunities
	






	Ideas for next session
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