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NIFSA Lesson Plan Template




Lesson Plan 6: Data collection – block charts
	Planning

	Location
	Nazareth House P.S. 

	Date
	7.2.25

	Class
	P3

	Classroom Management
	All 27 of the class attended the Forest school session at the same time.  There were 3 adults present with a ratio of 1:9 

	Connected Learning/Prior Knowledge
	Children have been learning about data collection in numeracy and they have been looking at bar/block charts in particular. They can interpret a bar chart and discuss most/least/more than/less than/most popular/least popular/tally.


	Health and Safety
	Risk Assessment Form has already been completed and letter sent out to parents.  I have checked the site prior to taking the children there. I will ensure that all children are dressed appropriately for Forest School.  I will talk about the rules for walking to our Forest School site in an orderly fashion with the children before we leave the classroom.  

	Learning Intention
	Children will create a block chart using nature items and arrange them into a block chart that they can then interpret and ask their group questions.

	Success Criteria
	Children will have collected items and created a block chart.  They will be able to discuss their tally and tell the most popular and least popular item.  

	Resources
	First Aid Kit, whistle, mobile phone

	Differentiation/Target Groups
	Three SEN children within the class group were supported by each of the adults, one per group of 9 children.  Children worked in small groups of 2/3 along with their adult.


	Other
	



	
	Lesson Content

	On Arrival
	I gathered the children together to listen to and discuss the need for rules whilst in Forest School.  I introduced the rules about the whistle: 1 blow of the whistle = stop and “be a tree”, 2 blows of the whistle = come to me immediately.  I reminded them to have fun and enjoy learning in the outdoors. We set out our boundary flags together, ensuring that everyone understood that those flags are to keep us safe, and we do not go past them.  We have a pond in our Forest School site, so I used cones to place around the perimeter of it whilst highlighting the importance of the danger of water to the children.  

	Activity explained
	I explained that I wanted the children in their group to each collect 5 items – leaves/twigs/cones/stones/moss/ flowers etc, they could all be the same or different.  Then I showed them how to pool all their items and lay them out in neat rows on the ground to create a chart. I then asked them to think of what questions they could ask each other about the chart.  

	Finishing
	At the end of the activity, I invited the children to tell the other groups about their chart and to say what items were the most popular/least popular etc.
Finally, I asked the children to leave no trace before evaluating how they enjoyed the lesson and to ensure that we had collected our boundary flags and our kit bag.





	Evaluation/Review

	How did the group session go?
	This was a great way to reinforce what they had been learning in class about data collection.  All the children felt involved in the activity and there was enough to do in the task to keep their interest.      

	Focus on individual pupils
	SEN children were supported by one adult each and were also able to complete the task with support. 

	What would you change for next time?
	Next time I would use bamboo canes to create a ‘ground page’ as they found it difficult to keep the items in neat rows.  This might help them to create a more regular chart shape.       
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