[image: ]Lesson Title: Minibeast Hunt

	Introduction for pupils
	Discuss what the children know about minibeasts – linked to our ‘Food Chain’ topic. Talk about which minibeasts they like and explore PowerPoint in class. Revisit key terms e.g. insects/invertebrates etc. 

	Focus
	Children will go on a minibeast hunt in our school grounds/forest school areas. 

	Connected Learning and Prior knowledge
	Link to our WAU Food Chain topic. General discussion of mini beasts the children see at home, school or places they have visited e.g. Tollymore Forest Park, Castlewellan Forest Park, ShannaghMore, Lough Neagh Discovery Centre and so on. 

	Health and Safety
	Wearing appropriate clothing. Moving sensibly when outdoors. Reminding the children not to lift any sharp objects e.g. glass. Listening to and following instructions, when required. 

	Learning Intentions
	-To recognise and name different minibeasts. 
-To discuss the key features of minibeasts. 
-To develop their team working skills. 

	Activities
	-Split the children into groups of 2 or 3. 
-Distribute the resources needed before going outside. 
-Encourage the children to search for their minibeasts in leafy plants (tall plants/bushes/hedgerows/small tress) natural ground (log piles/leaf piles/soil) and on hard surfaces (rocks/walls/fences/tarmac). 
-In groups, children can lay out their A3 sheet under their chosen shrub and give the shrub a gentle shake to see what minibeasts fall onto the sheet – they can also observe any mini beasts on the plants. Gently lift items (logs, leaves etc) and record what they find. Examine the nooks and crannies in walls/fences and carefully lift small rocks while recording what they find. 
-Children can take note of the basic features of the minibeasts they find: colour, number of legs, winged/not winged, using a web etc. 
*Make sure any minibeasts collected are released before returning to the classroom. 
-Discuss the results found in each area. 
Did the children notice a difference in the number of minibeasts found in the different areas? 
Did the children notice a difference in the types of minibeasts found in each area (size, shape, colour etc)? 
-Talk about what the children have learned and if their feelings about minibeasts have changed in any way. 

	Prior to activity
Discuss where we are going on our minibeast hunt and explore the minibeast PowerPoint in class. Talk about expectations for behaviour. 

	
	
	Resources
Magnifying glasses, sample pots, fine paintbrushes, A3 paper, Identification sheet and recording page, clipboards and iPads. 





	
	Note outcomes/management/planning/pupil’s self-assessment of their participation. What worked well? What didn’t? What would you change? Observations of particular children.
· The children worked well in pairs to locate, identify and record examples of minibeasts.
· Some children were a bit reluctant, initially, to turn over logs and explore the soil to find minibeasts – with help and encouragement they became a lot more confident searching for them with their partner. 
· It was brilliant to observe some children who can find it difficult to focus and concentrate on their work in class really enjoying the outdoor lesson and completing the task very well – very enthusiastic to find the minibeasts and show the adults what they had found. 
· Next time, I would give everyone a recording page of their own – rather than one per group. 


	Evaluations and observations
	(see above)

	Follow up opportunities
	Create a bar graph showing the number and type of minibeasts found in each area. 


	Ideas for next session
	Create a minibeast home/hotel in the school grounds. 
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