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Building Pyramids





	Planning

	Location
	School Grounds

	Date
	01/26

	Class
	P5

	Classroom Management
	Whole class, individual work, pairs

	Connected Learning/Prior Knowledge
	Our topic in Jan/Feb is Egypt.  The children have been reading stories and completing research during World Around Us, Literacy and ICT tasks.  They have previously studied the style and structure of different pyramids and the materials used.

	Health and Safety
	Check area for hazards before session

	Learning Intention
	Design and create mini pyramids in the school grounds/garden using twigs, string and leaves.  Develop skills of cooperation and working with a peers as well as listening to and carrying out instructions.  Develop find motor skills.

	Success Criteria
	The children will be able to design and create mini pyramids which will stand as a solid structure without support, working in mixed groups of 2 or 3.

	Resources
	Boundary markers
Twigs
String
Leaves
Scissors

	Differentiation/Target Groups
	Whole class, groups of 2/3

	Other
	



	
	Lesson Content

	On Arrival
	Forest School rules
Set boundaries

	Activity explained
	Recap the structure of a pyramid discussing sides, edges and vertices.
Divide into mixed ability groups of 2/3.
Give each group string, scissors and time to collect twigs in the garden area.
Explain that the aim is to use twigs and string to design and build their own mini pyramid which can free stand without support.
Give children time to discuss, design and build their structures.
Give children time to display and discuss their structures with other groups.

	Finishing
	Leave no trace.  Replace all the natural materials and collect in scissors and excess string.  Display structures in the classroom.
Evaluation happy/sad faces.




	Evaluation/Review

	How did the group session go?
	The children enjoyed this session and worked well within their mixed ability pairs.  They enjoyed designing and building their own mini pyramids.

	Focus on individual pupils
	Pupil K struggled at the start to gain focus, however as the lesson progressed, he worked well with his peers and enjoyed the responsibility of finding twigs to build the pyramid.  Pupil J struggled with cooperating skills and wanted peace to do his own thing.

	What would you change for next time?
	I would perhaps give pupil J the option of working in a group of individually depending his preference on the day.
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