


History of Forest Schools

Forest school originated in the 1950s. It was a holistic approach to outdoor education where children were able to have access to an outdoor forest area. In Scandinavia, children start school at the age of 7, but younger children are involved in forest schools which build on their social skills in a less formal setting, and in a natural outdoor environment.
In the 1990s Mr. John Blaney from Somerset was part of the first organization to travel to Scandinavia looking for forest school models to bring back to the UK. They developed a forest school programme which extended to lots of other educational outdoor provisions. Scotland have produced a document called "Woodlands” They were the first organization to offer training in forest schools in the UK.
Wales
In the early 2000, The first commission in Wales embraced the concept of forest schools. They employed teams to bring schools in and educate people about the forest schools and their benefits. Their target was to bring every primary school into a forest school programme, all of which was funded by the forest commission of Wales. The study trip from Somerset to Denmark decided that the approach was appropriate for use in Britain n. Since then, Forest schools have spread to many areas, as educationalists have witnessed the impact it can have on children. They have also undertaken mindfulness and meditation outdoors. This new and innovative way of teaching and learning spread throughout the regions of the uk. Each one of the home nations now has forest play schools in various stages of development and implementation. In Wales Forest schools have been developed since 2000 with many schools incorporating the forest school model into their curriculum. The first leadership training was held in July 2000 and since then forest schools have extended and are known to deliver good practice.                                                                              
Scotland
15% of the Scottish adult population or members of their families estimated to have attended a forest based organised learning activity in the previous 12 months and 24% of Scottish children estimated to have visited a woodland as part of a nursery or school trip. Scotland has a high area of forest, and most 90% of people live very close to a forest or are within one kilometer of a woodland. The Scottish Forest commission established a forest team to teach other schools about the gains of forest schools.96% of the Scottish adult population agree or strongly agree that woodlands allow families to learn more about nature and 95% agree or strongly agree that woodlands play an important role in children’s outdoor learning experiences. The forestry commission of Scotland have produced a document called Woodlands for learning. This states we want our young people to be successful learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and responsible citizens. Woodlands provides a rich resource for a range of learning opportunities that can help deliver Curriculum for Excellence. The Scottish Commission has now been replaced by the OWL (Outdoor Woodland Learning). They believed as children are so active that the outdoor forest area should be integrated into the curriculum
England
The forest school association was established on the 7th of July 2012 providing support and outdoor learning opportunities across England. Two thirds of the schools are now involved in some form of forest play. Some are fortunate to have an on-site forest whilst others travel short distances to the avail of nearby woodlands or natural environment. Forest school programmes have been successfully delivered or are in development in Bristol, Sheffield, Nottingham, London and Manchester plus many other towns and cities. There was no single approach to forest play but most schools in England are implementing outdoor play experiences in some form. In the west midlands, there are well established forest school programmes in Shopshire and Worcestershire which featured in the 2005 National Evaluation.
Oxford
The main Oxford Excellence Cluster spends £40.000 to pay 2 full time staff leaders to work with 10 primary and 2 secondary schools in the inner city. They also have other urban schools in Oxford and Banbury working with diverse communities and using pieces of woodland owned by local farmers.
Northern Ireland
The Northern Ireland forest school association NIFSA was established in September 2008 as a recognized charity. Its sole aim is to develop and deliver sustainable environmental programmes across Northern Ireland. It worked with Hazelwood integrated primary school in 2007 to develop the first forest school programme in Northern Ireland. It is an independent charity not a government body. It offers level 3 and 4 qualifications. There is a permanent forest school in Newtownabbey, Bangor. Deliver to 100 schools each year and have a network able to reach other areas. The Northern Ireland forest school Association developed first, and it was the only qualification to be obtained' This allowed trainees and others interested to not have to travel to Britian to gain their qualification. Other major developments in forest schools are East coast adventure to
In 2011 Groundwork NI became recognized as the first major delivery partner for NIFSA.
In 2012, The first Forest school in Belfast.
In 2014, NIFSA worked in partnership with
