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NIFSA Lesson Plan Template





	Planning

	Location
	Greenwood Primary School Garden

	Date
	  12 /05/25

	Class
	P2C

	Classroom Management
	Whole class in the garden at one time with designated area for small group work.
Class teacher, classroom assistant and one 1:1 assistant

	Connected Learning/Prior Knowledge
	e.g. prior knowledge about camouflage needed
The children have prior experience of using garden materials for art.  They are aware that we only use what is already on the ground.  They have also been aware of symmetry through butterfly wings.

	Health and Safety
	rubber mallets, adults to support
ensure all children are dressed appropriately

	Learning Intention
	Children will be able to use tools safely and be aware of safety rules.
Children will create a spring picture using natural materials.

	Success Criteria
	Children will learn a new skill of Japanese hapa zome
Children will express creatively through a traditional art technique
Children will develop fine and gross motor skills

	Resources
	mallets, fresh leaves, flowers, fabric, first aid kit, boundary flags

	Differentiation/Target Groups
	Be aware of children who struggle with fine and gross motor skills and offer close support and guidance. 

	Other
	


	
	Lesson Content

	On Arrival
	· Standing in a circle we will recap on the rules of Forest School (1 whistle freeze tree pose, 2 whistle return to leader, have fun)
· Short game using butterfly boundary flags to set up garden limits- based on life cycle of butterfly which is linked to ‘up in the air’ topic. 
· Birds and worms game using purple and yellow wool
· Whistle to return to leader- if ground is wet, chn can bring a crate to sit on and create circle, otherwise on floor.

	Activity explained
	· Discuss with children items that could be used from the garden to create art 
· Explain that we are going to do art with a technique called ‘hapa zome’
· Show the children the fabric that we will use as our base for our art. I will set different natural materials from the garden on the fabric, fold the fabric over and hammer all over the object until the dye can be seen seeping through! What size of items might we be looking for?
· Other activities:
- signs of spring photographers; using camera to take photographs of spring/things with wings and make a piccollage.
- painting butterflies using leaves as the wings
- using crates to create a plane/dragon/helicopter
- trim trail obstacle course
· Begin session allowing children to move between activities.

	Finishing
	· Bring children together in a circle to recap what was covered during the session, show the children a happy/sad face picture and take feedback of the activities.  What did they like? What could improve it? 
· Enjoy snack together on the grass before returning to the classroom. 



	Evaluation/Review

	How did the group session go?
	Great fun session where every child asked to participate and create their own artwork. The children all demonstrated skills in identifying what items would work to give the best print.  The children recognised that dry leaves and grass did not give out enough dye. The children remembered the rules of forest school, stayed within the boundary flags and remembered correct sitting when using tools. 

	Focus on individual pupils
	F was able to see the veins in the leaf that he chose to use for his art.  He was very excited to see it begin to reveal itself.
X was the only child who decided to create a picture- he made a face and was thrilled with the result.  He wanted to put a sun on the cloth but did not want it on both sides so turned the material upside down and tapped it from the back. 

	What would you change for next time?
	The session went well, I don’t think I would change anything. 
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