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Festive Forest Fun Day 
2nd/3rd /4th December 2025
	Introduction for pupils
	Introduction talk with the group. Explain that we are going to be focusing on Festive Fun. Discuss preparations: correct outdoor clothes and footwear, safety issues, hazards and expectations of behaviour. (could be completed in the classroom in separate classes). ALL STAFF need to have at least one Ipad per group.

	Focus
	Develop team work, collaboration, talking and listening skills and observation skills of nature.

	Connected Learning and Prior knowledge
	Through our WAU topic we have been learning about seasons and Christmas and have also been developing our team building and social skills through Forest Friends.

	Health and Safety
	(Individual risk assessment will be necessary for some activities e.g. using tools and fire lighting)
Ensure all pupils are dressed appropriately for Forest School (foot wear changed)
Remind pupils of Forest School and Road Safety rules.
Two teachers and one/two classroom assistants attending.

	Learning Intentions
	Pupils will:- 
· Work together in pairs and in small groups.
· Create and share features of Santa’s grotto/Christmas Tree/Reindeer.
· Make a Christmas decoration.
· Go on a scavenger hunt.
· Follow a reindeer hunt.
· Listen to a story around the campfire.

	Activities
	Reindeer Hunt (Forest School area)
Go over Forest School rules.
1. Stay in forest school boundaries.
2. Speak politely and show respect to each other.
3. Do not eat anything you find.
4. Our hands are kept out of our mouths.
5. We freeze when the whistle is blown once.
6. We must come back to base when the whistle is blown.
7. We do not pick or trample flowers or plants.
8. Leave no trace.

Children get into Forest Friends groups of 4/5 children. Show the children the reindeer sign and explain the reindeer hunt. Let the children go and find all the clues to solve the reindeer puzzle.

SHARE and evaluate – Go around each group and see if they can found the message. Perhaps in separate classes which would speed it up.
Elf Name
Those groups finished early can go and find their Elf name and write it on a label.

Make Reindeer Food
Go and find the ingredients to make the reindeer food in Forest Friends groups and make reindeer food.

BREAK – early if needed!

	Prior to activity
-Set up hunt
-boundaries

	
	
	Resources
- Laminated hunt 
- Recording sheet
- Clipboards – P3 store
- Pencils















- Labels 
- Markers


-Rolled oats
- Sugar sprinkles
- paper bags



	
	Santa’s grotto/Christmas Tree/Reindeer (Forest School area)

Divide into groups of 4 – 6 children.
Explain that as a group they need to decide what they are going to make. It could be a den or grotto for Santa, a Christmas Tree or a reindeer. Give the children the freedom to choose. They can use all materials available and let their imagination and creativity flow.

SHARE and evaluate – Go around each group and let them share the features of their creation. Perhaps in separate classes which would speed it up.

Clothes peg evaluation – each pupil is given a clothes peg to clip on the happy, okay or sad string. Get a photo of kids standing near their evaluation.

Campfire and stories (hot chocolate)
Sit around the campfire and listen to the festive stories. Enjoying a hot chocolate and maybe sing a campfire song after the story.

Take photos and complete clothes peg evaluation if time.

LUNCH -go in and get shoes changed, hands washed ready for lunch (1st lunch for both classes).
	Prior to activity
- Set up boundaries
- extra resources set out


	
	
	Resources
- Boundary signs
- Whistle
- Self-evaluation string and clothes pegs
- donated Christmas ornaments
- Selection of battery lights






-hot chocolate powder
-canisters off hot water
-reusable Eco club cups
-biscuits



	
	Scavenger Hunt (Forest School area)
½ group complete the senses scavenger hunt.

Smiley face evaluation – Hold up smiley faces and pupils stand behind whichever they feel about the activity. Take a photo.

Yoghurt pot displays
1/2 group complete the Christmas arrangement using tuff tray.
Smiley face evaluation – Hold up smiley faces and pupils stand behind whichever they feel about the activity. Take a photo.

Groups swap over and complete alternative activity.


Pupils take home yoghurt pot creations and certificates.
	Prior to activity
- 



	
	
	Resources
- Ipads
-selection of scented and evergreen materials
-oasis
-yoghurt pots
-ribbons
-twine

- Smiley faces self-evaluations

	Evaluations and observations
	Note outcomes/management/planning/pupil’s self-assessment of their participation. What worked well? What didn’t? What would you change? Observations of particular children.













	Follow up opportunities
	






	Ideas for next session
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