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NIFSA Lesson Plan Template





	Planning

	Location
	Greenwood Primary School Garden

	Date
	20.05.25

	Class
	P2C

	Classroom Management
	Whole class in the garden at one time with designated area for small group work.
Class teacher, classroom assistant and one 1:1 assistant

	Connected Learning/Prior Knowledge
	e.g. prior knowledge about camouflage needed
The children know importance of working together on a shared idea.

	Health and Safety
	ensure all children are dressed appropriately
reminding children how to move when carrying bamboo

	Learning Intention
	Children will work together as a team


	Success Criteria
	Children will create a nature observation station!

	Resources
	tarps, bamboo sticks, pegs, boundary flags

	Differentiation/Target Groups
	Be aware of children who struggle with fine and gross motor skills and offer close support and guidance. 

	Other
	


	
	Lesson Content

	On Arrival
	· Standing in a circle we will recap on the rules of Forest School (1 whistle freeze tree pose, 2 whistle return to leader, have fun)
· Short game using leaf boundary flags to set up garden limits- 
· Everyone is it game within boundary
· Whistle to return to leader- if ground is wet, chn can bring a crate to sit on and create circle, otherwise on floor.

	Activity explained
	· Set the scene:  A storm is on the horizon and a group of intrepid explorers need a roof over their heads quickly so that they can continue observing the nature around them! Can you help them by building them a shelter? Think for a moment what equipment you might need!
· Set the challenge: The dens will need walls, a floor and seating for the team inside to protect them from the elements! The dens will be nature lookouts!
· The children will be warned when the storm is imminent and when to get to their den and also when it is safe to go hunting for things with wings. 

	Finishing
	· Whistle for children to return to the group. 
· Explain that we are going to take part in the great shelter show-off.  We will tour the shelters and share our favourite part of what we see in each creation! 
· Photographs will be taken of children and their dens.
· Bring children together in a circle to recap what was covered during the session. Children will be asked if they liked the activity- demonstrate answer by moving to yes/no.  Take feedback.




	Evaluation/Review

	How did the group session go?
	This was a brilliant session led by the children.  The children had magnificent ideas and the problem solving being carried out was lovely to see.  
The children identified very quickly that due to the very dry weather, the ground was extremely hard and they would not be able to get the bamboo canes to stick into the ground.  Two of the groups used our crates as bases for the canes and stuck the canes through the holes.  One of the girls discovered if you stack 2 crates that you get a more stable base.  
The children worked hard to get the roof secure. 
When we went on a tour of the dens at the end one of the groups had the roof held up by a chair in the middle due to it dipping.  When I asked how we could improve it, another child suggested pulling the crate bases out to make the roof tighter.  He went in to help them and the children were thrilled at the improvement. 
The children were offered the chance to free play at the end of the session before we ate snack but they all chose to add more to their dens and continue playing there.  One group of girls make a ‘decking’ area on their den to relax and another group made a campfire to cook their fish! 
It was a fantastic session which was thoroughly enjoyable!
I had other activities planned for the children, however they were entirely engaged in the den building and so I didn’t carry out the other activities.

	Focus on individual pupils
	e.g. Pupil A worked very well as part of a team
N worked extremely well with a group of 5 boys when usually would be inclined to only play with one specific child. N was instrumental in the success of his team by giving good ideas.  He also made suggestions to another group when we did the tour of dens at the end of the main session and helped them improve it. The class gave him praise and rightly so.
No had an idea to stack 2 crates to make the bamboo base more secure as the ground was too hard to get the stick into. This was a great observation and gave inspiration to other groups. 

	What would you change for next time?
	I would reiterate the correct way to carry bamboo canes as there was an excited flurry of children trying to get to them due to the intrepid explorer story!
I discussed it at the end of the session having seen some scrambling of children at the beginning- must remember it for next time. 


 
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]Changes made after feedback from 
class.

image5.jpeg




image6.jpeg




image7.jpeg




image8.jpeg




image9.jpeg




image10.jpeg




image1.jpg
Northern Ireland Forest School Association




image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg




